Atlantic High School Course Syllabus
2010-2011
Law Studies and Research

Teacher:  Mrs. Delia Boehm


      ddboehm@volusia.k12.fl.us  (386)322-6100 Ext. 38184
                Office Hours: Tuesday 3:00-4:00 p.m., Monday-Thursday during lunch or by appointment.
Textbook:  Street Law

                  Numerous supplemental materials (school supplied)

Dear Students,


Welcome to the Atlantic High School Academy of Law and Government!  Law Studies and Research is an introductory course in which you will increase your knowledge about the foundations of law using a variety of learning experiences.  Legal research and writing skills will also be a focus of the course.    Preparation and active participation in class are the essential components of the dynamic, interactive classroom we will be a part of.

An assortment of learning strategies, including reading, discussions, debates, case studies, mock trials  and guest speakers from the legal and government communities will be employed.  In addition to information you learn in this course, you will develop critical thinking, work and interpersonal skills that will benefit you in everything you do. 


Another wonderful opportunity you will have will be participation in Volusia County’s Teen Court Program.  All students enrolled in the Law and Government Academy are required to participate in Teen Court.  This program operates in Daytona Beach every Tuesday night and one Thursday night per month at Atlantic High School.  Transportation will be provided from school to the Daytona Beach location.  Students are responsible for arranging their transportation home.  Details about this interesting program will be provided at a later date.

I welcome the opportunity to learn together with you and to learn about you.  Have a great year!      

[image: image1.jpg]


 

Scales of Justice
Course Description: Students will engage in a comprehensive overview study of the American legal system.  The course will also develop research and writing skills that relate to legal studies and analysis.  Major units of study will include:



Introduction to Law



Introduction to the United States Constitution



Individual Rights and Liberties



Criminal Law



Torts



Family Law



Consumer and Housing Law



Careers Related to Law and Government
Grade Distribution:

Daily Grade (in class daily activities)…………………………………20%

Projects…………………………………………………………………….30%  
Homework…………………………………………………………………20%                Tests………………………………………………………………………..15%

Midterm/Final Exam…………………………………………………….15%
Grade Communication Policy: Grades will be posted electronically using the WebGrade program; access passwords will be provided by the instructor.  Grade sheets will be distributed on a bi-weekly basis.  The distribution will be on Thursdays.  Parents are expected to sign the grade sheet and send it back the following school day.  The grade sheet returned is counted as a homework grade.  This is to help insure that parents will see how their child is progressing in class.  

Late Work Policy: Late work will receive 50% credit.  
Make Up Work: Students will make up all work missed due to absences.  For each day absent, a student has the equal number of days plus one, to make up any missed work.  Students can make up tests after school or during lunch on a day scheduled with the teacher.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain make-up work and notes.  The work is available in a bin next to the entrance to the classroom.   

Classroom Expectations


>Be in your seat working when the bell rings.


>Have all necessary materials in class daily.


>Turn off cell phones and iPods before entering the classroom.


>Show respect for the ideas, and efforts of your classmates and       

            teacher.    
Supplies Needed:  Student Planner




 2 inch three ring binder or spiral notebook



 Notebook paper




 Pencil or pen for note taking 




 Other supplies on an “as needed” basis (ex:


                   poster board). 

If you are unable to obtain the necessary supplies please see the teacher.
